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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 


[00:02:12.09] SHANNON GREEN: Today is November 15, 2017, Mount Saint Mary's University, CSJ 
Oral History Project filming at Carondelet Center, Shannon Green interviewing Sister Celia DuRea. 


[00:02:28.29] SHANNON GREEN: So let's get started. If you would state your full name and your 
age? 


[00:02:35.00] SISTER CELIA DUREA: My name is Sister Celia DuRea, and | am seventy-seven years 
of age. 


[00:02:40.11] SHANNON GREEN: Sister Celia, would you tell us--would you start us out by telling a 
little bit about where you grew up, your childhood, your family? 


[00:02:49.01] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | am very fortunate to be a native Californian. [laughs]. And | 
was born--l was raised in Redondo Beach--North Redondo Beach, California. People say, "Oh, you 
were by the beach." And | say, "Not quite." It was a little distance, but we walked--when | was 
young we walked about three miles to the beach. Yeah. 


[00:03:08.05] SHANNON GREEN: Tell me about your parents, siblings--. 


[00:03:10.11] SISTER CELIA DUREA: I'm one of eight, and I'm the second oldest of my mom and 
dad's family. | have an older half-sister. And so | grew up with five, and then when | entered the 
community two more were--my younger brother and sister were born. So | didn't get to know 
them until later--until they were--well | met them when they were babies--but anyway, yes. 
[laughs]. So they were additions to our family. And we had--you know, all the sibling kinds of 
things that go on, but we really cared about each other as a family. And my mom and dad were 
loving and wanted to give us the best in life, so--each--they brought out the different talents that 
we had and gave us the opportunity to study or--you know. My brother loved dancing, so he got 
to take dancing lessons and we all learned from him how to dance. And | was--l took music 
lessons for a long time--piano. And my dad and | played the accordion together--we did gigs-- 
[laughs]--when I| was in grammar school, and that was--it was a lot of fun. So--and being--my 
brother--one of my--my younger brother played the trumpet, one of my sisters played piano also, 
one played the guitar, one sang. So we have very musical family and when we got together for 
Christmas we had--my brother played the trumpet, and so we had piano, accordion, trumpet and 
singing. [laughs]. We liked to sing. So it was good. 


[00:05:01.18] SHANNON GREEN: What did your father--your parents do for a living? 


[00:05:05.07] SISTER CELIA DUREA: My dad worked for air research for thirty years—-thirty-five 
years. Before that, when he was a young man, after he finished high school, he worked for the 
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California Conservation Corps, and he became a chef. But he also--he loved nature--he loved 
fishing. And so he had this wonderful collection of butterflies and moths that we took to--each 
one of us took to school with us for show-and-tell. And my mom was great at crafts, and so she 
was always doing some kind of craft--taught us how to sew, knit, crochet when we were little. We 
all had to learn how to cook. So we were--it was very practical. | learned how to do plumbing from 
my dad, because | was always watching him. "What are you doing? What are you doing?" And a little 
bit of electricity--| knew what to touch and what not to touch. So we had a very practical kind of 
life too. We learned a lot. 


[00:06:08.13] SHANNON GREEN: It sounds like boys and girls both, yes? 
[00:06:12.16] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yes. 
[00:06:13.19] SHANNON GREEN: What's the breakdown of boys and girls-- 


[00:06:15.07] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Well we had one brother, who's the next youngest--next after 
myself--he's four years younger. And my mom and dad had like four families. They had myself, 
and then four years later was my brother and sister, because they wanted each of us to have a 
companion. But my companion didn't make it into the world. So | was and only child for a while. 
And then four years later there was two sisters, and eight years later, there were my younger 
brother and sister. And-- 


[00:06:49.04] SHANNON GREEN: Wow. 
[00:06:51.07] SISTER CELIA DUREA: So, yeah. 
[00:06:52.15] SHANNON GREEN: What parish did you go to? 


[00:06:53.28] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Three parishes as a matter of fact. We went to St. James parish 
in Redondo--was it--St. James in Redondo, yes. And then--I went to first grade at St. James--and 
then when the American Martyrs school was built, we changed parishes and we went to American 
Martyrs, and | graduated from there. And then--but my brother--then we changed parishes 
because Saint Catherine Labouré in Torrance was built. So then we--Lawndale--we belonged to 
that parish. So we supported three--we helped two of them grow--a school and a parish. 


[00:07:34.01] SHANNON GREEN: So you were a pretty religious family, would you say? 


[00:07:37.14] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Not really. No. Surprisingly. My dad--he didn't--he wasn't a 
practicing Catholic. And my mom was a convert so that she could marry my dad. We didn't--just 
as an example--we went on vacations every year for two weeks. That was sacred time for my 
family. And we always went where there was water--like | said, my dad loved to fish, and so we 
learned how to fish too. And we just went off on our own, hiking and being in nature. So that was 
something that | have grown to appreciate very much in my life. So it was-- 


[00:08:24.20] SHANNON GREEN: | think we were talking about the religious-- 


[00:08:24.20] SISTER CELIA DUREA: It was the religious thing. And the reason | say that is, my dad 
was very religious but he didn't practice his faith. And my mom--she was a convert and going to 
Mass was not all-important. And | brought in the vacation example because we didn't have to go 
and camp by a church. That was freeing. And when | would get back to school and | would hear 
that my classmates--they'd say, "Well, you know, we went to Mass every Sunday during vacation." 
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And | thought, "Oh, you poor things." [laughs]. No because it--our faith was being in beauty and 
being in nature--our sense of God and sense of beauty. So | really appreciated that. | appreciate it 
more now that I'm older. I'm more Catholic now than | was then, though. [laughs]. But | had a 
great--l think | had a deep sense of God in my life--a presence that was very special. And | 
appreciated having the opportunity to study in Catholic schools and Catholic high school. The 
Sisters of St. Joseph were my only contact with religious, and so of course | grew up to love them 
very much, and they were my influence, because of their happiness and their joy in sharing and 
giving life to their students and to others. 


[00:10:05.08] SHANNON GREEN: Are there any Sisters from your childhood that you remember 
whose names you would like to mention? 


[00:10:12.03] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | remember Sister Ann Dolores [??], who--she's left the 
community now--but she was very influential. She taught me in eighth grade. And Sister--| should 
think of her name--she was at St. Mary's Academy, and loved basketball--I'm sorry, | can't think of 
her name right now. She was always rooting for us and cheering and helping us through times that 
were very difficult. So--helping me. 


[00:10:51.06] SHANNON GREEN: So you went to St. Mary's Academy for high school? 


[00:10:54.09] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yeah, | did. Yes. And I--for some reason | turned very shy 
when | got into high school. And so | had very few friends. But | loved sports, and so | put my heart 
and soul into it. | was also studying music when | was there. And | remember my piano teacher 
said, "You need to quit playing sports--no more basketball--no more volleyball--no more 
baseball"--because she didn't want me to break my fingers. So. Yeah. But music and sports were 
important during that time--studies, not so much. | was not--I was a good student, but | could 
have probably been a better student. But that wasn't important to me. And my dad--my mom and 
dad said, you know, "You need to have decent grades." They weren't perfectionists. But lower than 
a "C" was not good. So | did get one "D" in high school in my junior year--chemistry--and | heard 
about it. But--I liked school. | liked the extracurricular school. 


[00:12:13.12] SHANNON GREEN: It sounds like from what I've heard that the Sisters were all very 
engaged with those kinds of activities--with the students’ after-school sports--so-- 


[00:12:21.01] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yes. | think they encouraged us to develop our talents and our 
gifts as person, and to me that was important. And that's what | see now happening in my life-- 
that it's important that people recognize their gifts and talents and what they're able to do and 
what they're able to bring to life that is a gift to others, and not just for ourselves. And | did belong 
to--l was a Brownie, and | was a Girl Scout, and | was a Cub Scout, because we had Cub Scouts in 
our house so--and | was a Senior Girl Scout--a Mariner out on the ocean. And that was very 
important to me also because it taught me a sense of service and being present to what was 
happening with others. | helped my mom with Brownies. When | was a Senior Scout | helped the 
other leaders with their grammar school--the Girl Scouts. And | taught music. | loved music so | 
taught the singing at the troop meetings. And | went to the first Girl Scout Roundup in Pontiac, 
Michigan when | was a senior in high school, which was a real privilege--to travel across the 
country in a train with other Girl Scouts, and to meet Scouts from all over the United States, which 
was a real gift. 


[00:13:53.13] SHANNON GREEN: So when did you start thinking about entering the community, or 
becoming a Sister in general? 
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[00:14:00.01] SISTER CELIA DUREA: My mom says when | was in second grade | talked about it. But 
| didn't really say anything to my parents until | was a sophomore in high school, and I--I said to 
them that | had interest in becoming a member of a--the Sisters of St. Joseph. And both my mom 
and dad said, "Nope! You can't do that. First of all, you have to get good grades and you have to 
get a job." So | did that--| did both. | got good grades and I--when | finished high school | did 
work so that | could earn my "dowry", they called it then--[laughs]--to get into the community. 
And then when I--I didn't talk about it with them anymore until | was a senior. And | asked Sister 
Rose Bernard [McCabe (1911-1992)], who was in charge of the vocations at that time--I asked her, 
"Would you please give me my forms? | want to present them to my parents." So after dinner one 
night | said, "Could we stay and talk for a little bit?" So | had the forms and | put them on the table 
and | said, "I would like you to sign these forms so that | can be a Sister of St. Joseph." And they 
said, "You know, it's your life, and you do with your life what you need to--what you want to do 
and what looks like what you want to be in life." So | felt very comfortable. And | said, "Thank you!" 
| gave them big hugs and | said, "That's what | want to do--that's what | want to be." So | was very 
grateful for their openness. 


[00:15:47.12] SHANNON GREEN: Is there any more you can name about what was drawing you to 
become a Sister? You said it's what--you know, they want you to do what you want to be--what 
was--who was that? 


[00:15:58.21] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | had a sense that | wanted to be a holy person. And I--like | 
was saying, in Scouts | had a sense of purpose in--of helping to others, and being present to 
others. And the same in my family with my brothers and sisters growing up--I would take them 
out, we'd go to the show together, we'd go to the drive-in and--to help the family be happy-- 
that's what | really cared about. And another aspect of that was that, my mom and dad fought a 
lot--which was hard. And so | wanted to be able to pray for them--to have some kind of 
reconciliation. And | think that was a part of the--what religious life--the possibility that it 
offered. 


[00:17:01.04] SHANNON GREEN: So when you did enter, and became a postulant, was it what you 
expected? Were there surprises--was it exciting? 


[00:17:11.26] SISTER CELIA DUREA: All of the above. And | say that--one of the questions on the 
paper that we were given is, "What did you give up?" And for me it wasn't "giving up"--I didn't look 
at life as "giving up". It was giving me something new. And it was a gift. And | didn't my parents. | 
didn't miss home. | was excited. It was all new. And that's how | am and that's how | approach life, 
and | guess I've always been that way, all through life. I'm not afraid to try things--to be--to do 
what | haven't done. And that's been a gift. So, to be "giving away" or having to "give up" 
something, | don't--a couple of things I've given up in my life, but that's okay. They needed to be 
given up. [all laugh]. 


[00:18:16.19] SHANNON GREEN: Did you have a sense in terms of ministry? It sounds like you were 
from the era where it was teaching or nursing, and did you know--was that a part of your desire 
when you entered? 


[00:18:28.07] SISTER CELIA DUREA: No, it wasn't. | didn't think anything about--only the moment 
of being--how do | be a Sister. And that was going through postulate and novitiate--and living the 
experiences of what that meant, which was sometimes grueling and sometimes challenging. And | 
was able to grow through it, and with it, and with my companions, the Sisters that | entered with. 


[00:18:59.18] SHANNON GREEN: Any examples of those--what was challenging or maybe grueling, 
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that you grew through? 


[00:19:08.04] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yes. After the novitiate, | can tell you one--first of all, I'll go 
back and say one funny story that happened. | was--l also like to explore, and | like nature, and so 
before the hill was covered with beautiful bougainvillea and a wall, it was just chaparral--Santa 
Monica Mountains. And we had recreation out in the--what was the laundry yard, which is now the 
parking lot. And so we were out there playing--we had recreation in the afternoon--and so | said- 
-| said to a couple of my--the Sisters, | said, "Why don't we go for a hike?" Because we only had 
hikes once a month through the hills, but | was ready for a hike. And so there were about ten of us 
that went down through the chaparral, walking along and going through the bushes and the 
manzanita trees and having a good time. And then when it was time for recreation to end we 
walked up--back up the hill. We didn't go very far. But--the next day our postulant mistress said 
to us, you know, that we weren't supposed to do that. If we needed to do that we needed to ask to 
do it. So we had what we called the "Oh Great Passion"--[laughs]--which meant that we knelt 
down and we said the Oh Great Passion--it was a prayer--and | don't remember all the prayer, but 
we held our arms out and we did Oh Great Passion like fifty times. It was just a short prayer. And 
that is--unexpected, you know--not something that | would think about. During the juniorate it 
was very difficult, because it was--this was after the novitiate. The juniorate mistress was a very 
tough person. And so it was a great testing time, and many times she would say, "Well, | don't 
think you belong to religious life." So--made me work even harder. And necessary, but difficult. | 
cried sometimes. And | talked to the other--you know, the other junior Sisters sometimes. We 
commiserated, because it was hard for many of us. But I'm not sorry for those moments, because 
they helped me grow through and become more of who | really wanted to be. And | wasn't quite 
sure for a long time what that was. But as I'm getting older and wiser, | knew--| know what it is. | 
am growing into it. And | appreciate it--community, being a member of a small group and 
knowing that each one of us is very different. | think that we--as I've grown through community 
experiences | recognize that each Sister I've lived with has a very special gift--and | have a special 
gift. And living with them teaches--they know something that | don't recognize in myself. And so- 
-and | recognize in them something they don't know about themselves. So in the sharing, 
sometimes we've never talked about it, but | know that there gift was something that also helped 
me to become more who | am, and more in love with my vocation. And that to me has been a very 
special gift--community life. 


[00:23:15.03] SHANNON GREEN: Were there Sisters who were in your reception that we might know 
that are still around today that are friends or--? 


[00:23:24.26] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Oh yes. Sister Linda Snow '63, Sister Maureen O'Connor '63, 
[Sister] Mina Gaskell. Six Hawaiians: [Sister] Jean Larm, who's here now recuperating, and [Sister] 
Sarah Bernard Talite, [Sister] Francine Costello, [Sister] Margaret Leonard [Perreira]. It was great. We 
had thirteen Hawaiians in our reception at the beginning. So we grew up learning another culture, 
which was really--it was a great--I guess | could say distraction for us, sometimes--to be able to 
share their--they danced the Hawaiian dances sometimes, and we learned Hawaiian songs. That 
was fun. And some who have died: [Sister] Roberta Nuttall (1940-2017) who just died, and | was-- 
had the privilege of accompanying her in the last three weeks of her life and being a part of that, 
and sharing with the Sisters of my reception who weren't able to be there what was happening with 
her. Yeah. 


[00:24:52.11] SHANNON GREEN: Do you remember receiving the habit? What do you remember 
about that day or when you--? 


[00:24:57.09] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | know my mother made my wedding gown. Yeah, she really 
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wanted to do that. She was a good seamstress and so she made my gown. And | was just very 
excited to be able to receive the habit. It was a special day, and my mom and dad and my two--my 
sisters and brothers were there, except the babies, who weren't there. And then my grandmother 
came--my dad's mom. And she had always prayed that | would--one of our family would become 
a religious. So | got to be it--I am it. [laughs]. 


[00:25:36.06] SHANNON GREEN: You were--you kept your name, it looks like. Did you have a 
religious-- 


[00:25:39.26] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | had a religious name, James Anthony, which was--l took the 
names of my two sisters. We had--only my brother at that point--there were six girls—-five girls 
and one boy. So we--my dad would ask us, "Well, what should we name the next baby that's 
coming?" And we said, "Well, we need a boy. How about Jimmy--James?" So it was a girl--so she 
has the name Jimmy] Ann. So | took James. And then the next girl was--we wanted a boy--so we 
said, "Anthony! Tony!"--and it was a girl. So she's named [Toni] Marie. So | took her name--so it 
was James Anthony--because | couldn't be Tony and Jimmy. So--[laughs]--anyway--that's how | 
got my religious name. And then when we changed back to names--| loved my name, because it 
was different and there are not too many Celia's that | knew--that | know. 


[00:26:45.13] SISTER CELIA DUREA: So--but that leads me to another adventure, because | was 
able--I served in Peru as a missionary with our community for fourteen years. And my first mission 
was in a little town called [Mol], which was up in the Altiplano--eight thousand feet above sea 
level. And when | went into that--when--went to the--live there, |--when | told--when | shared 
my name they said, "Oh! We have four Celia's that live in this village." And during my lifetime I'd 
only met one, who had been a Girl Scout and--at the Roundup. And not only that, | taught 
grammar school for twelve years. And only one student that had my birthdate, and | taught for 
twelve years. In that town there were three women that had my same birthdate. | couldn't believe 
it--a town of three hundred people. But that was very special because we were able to work with 
the Aymara Indians--a primary--I call them "primary cultures", you know. And they're living of-- 
their rituals, and just being a part of that was a gift. I'm--I think being able to know other cultures 
broadens our own life [unintelligible]. They live--people live differently than we do--they think 
differently, they feel differently. And so it's a broadening experience--gives depth, | think--has 
given me depth in my own life. 


[00:28:37.08] SHANNON GREEN: Let's talk a little bit if you would--if we back up just a--like how 
did--you know, you transitioned from elementary school and then, | mean, you make a pretty big 
change ultimately to international, you know, mission. Also this is the time of Vatican II, and 
renewal, and--so can you just share a little bit about that part of your journey as all of that--that 
time period--as that unfolded into what then sent you--called you to Peru? 


[00:29:08.29] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | like teaching children. And | taught elementary--grammar 
school, first and second graders--I guess because | felt comfortable with them as | helped my 
mom raise my brothers and sisters. One of the most exciting experiences an elementary teacher 
was--l was at St. Jarlath School in Oakland [California], which is now closed. Three of--the first, 
second and third grade teacher--we all got this idea. I'd been there nine years, and during my 
eighth year--the three of us had been together for a while. And so we thought we'd like to team 
teach for second and third grade. And so we developed a program so that we were teaching our 
strength in like religion, or math, or science, or reading. We all taught reading, because that was 
important, and we all taught math, but not just--I didn't just teach first graders, | taught second 
and third graders, because we mixed up the children so that they would be with others. And some 
were more advanced so they had the opportunity to be not stuck in a first grade level, but they 
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were reading third grade level, so that's where we placed them. And we had children working with 
other children, helping them, which was really an exciting experience. And we had an opportunity 
for the children to--extracurricular activities. They had time during the week when they could do 
sewing and baking or cooking, gymnastics--we got the parents involved with different talents, so 
they would come on that day and the children would be divided up and then--in the middle of the 
year we would switch and they would do a different activity. So it was a really exciting time--very 
creative for me. And | wish that | had--I would have liked to have been that kind of teacher-- 
having that kind of teaching during my grammar school time. But | knew | needed a change. You 
get kind of in a rut, and | did. So | told my superiors that | wanted to--I wanted to do something 
different. | didn't know what that was. 


[00:31:56.07] SISTER CELIA DUREA: So | took a--one of those exams, you know, to see what you'd 
like to be when you grow up kind of thing--[laughs]. And one of the things that came out very 
strongly was either--physical therapy. So | asked if | could go to our hospital in Tucson--St. Mary's 
Hospital--and work in the Physical Therapy department there for a summer. And | did. And when | 
finished | knew that's not what | wanted to do either. So | went to--they asked me--they needed a 
teacher in La Jolla, in San Diego, and--for a couple of years. So | said yes | would do that. And 
while | was there | lived with Sister Evelyn Joseph Flynn, who worked for the diocesan mission 
office in San Diego. She was--she worked with Father Anthony [Chalevsky??] for many years. And 
Sister Evelyn Joseph was the one that made it possible for the Vietnamese Sisters to come to our 
community. So | was there when she was involved in--they were at the Marine base--|l forgot what 
the name of it-- 


[00:33:14.02] SHANNON GREEN: Was that [Camp] Pendleton [California]? 


[00:33:16.20] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Pendleton, yes. And so | went with her various times to visit 
with them and finally the--you know, they were able to come--to become members of our 
community. And that was very special. 


[00:33:31.03] SHANNON GREEN: | don't think | know that story. Were they refugee Sisters? 


[00:33:33.29] SISTER CELIA DUREA: They were refugees, yes. And one of them brought her 
parents—-her parents were with them. And so when they came here, her parents lived at 
Carondelet Center. And the Sisters also--there was one that had--I think she had relatives in New 
York--something--that took her to New York. But the rest of them stayed here. And [Flavi??] is one 
of those and--I can't think of the other one's name, but--so they were members of our 
community. And then Father Anthony wanted somebody to work in the--with the grammar 
schools. [Sister] Evelyn Joseph [Flynn] was working with adult groups and some high schools. So 
she asked me if I'd be interested, and | said, "Yes!". So | did mission promotion in the grammar 
schools in the San Diego diocese--visited the schools. | also wrote a newsletter that went to the 
schools. And | interviewed missionaries that came through visiting San Diego, doing their mission 
promotion also. And that was really exciting and | got to meet some very interesting people and 
hear their stories about their mission life and what it meant to be--live in other cultures and be 
with other people. And that attracted me. So I--we worked in the mission office for three years. 
And during the last year Sister Mary Ellen Kowalski--she was hired--Father Anthony hired her also. 
And he asked us, he said--he asked Mary Ellen and I, "Would you like to have a mission 
experience?" And of course we said yes. And there was a priest that worked in--from San Diego 
diocese--that worked in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. So we went to visit him for two weeks. And he did-- 
because he was--worked in an area that didn't--when it rained, there were no roads--all mud. 
And so he flew from village to village. And so he took us to a couple of the villages. And we met 
the people there. And--but--what happened was we flew--we stopped in Lima [Peru] on the way 
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back. And before we went back, we asked Father Anthony if we could stop there to visit with our 
Sisters. So we spent about four days in Peru with our Sisters, and--in Lima. We went to Eca in the 
south and Chimbote in the north. And that was--it was very special meeting the Sisters that were 
there and our proving Sisters. And that | didn't speak Spanish. But that was to come. So when I-- 
when Mary Ellen and | were going home, | said, "Mary Ellen, | want to go back to Peru." And she 
said, "| knew it." [laughs]. So | had had--we had both had an experience with the Maryknoll 
[Sisters]--Maryknolls in New York, which is a month period of mission formation. And so when | 
asked the community if | could go to Peru, | had had all that | needed--the mission experience and 
| had to have a little bit of Soanish--but | was given permission to do that. And Sister Grace Ann 
[Loperena (1926-2017)] was very influential in that. 


[00:37:18.25] SISTER CELIA DUREA: So then | returned to Peru in a year and spent fourteen years 
there. My work there was mainly with youth--surprisingly enough, because I'd worked with 
grammar school children all my life, practically. And then | worked with young people. And my first 
mission was in Casma [Peru], which was north about two--a six hour bus ride north of Lima, on 
the coast. It was a fairly small town. The busses stopped there from Chimbote on their way to 
Lima. | enjoyed very much working with the high school people. And they were very creative 
people. And they--we did a lot of good things together. | remember that on one occasion we 
wanted to act out the Easter vigil. And so we talked about it a lot--what could we do? First of all, 
we could do Palm Sunday. And we could have Jesus riding a donkey through the town and 
gathering the people and inviting them to come and follow us. And we sang and we went to the 
doors and invited people to come. And so we had a procession from the outskirts of town, through 
the town to the plaza, and eventually into the church. And then they wanted to do the Crucifixion, 
and so we acted out the Crucifixion. And that was a very special time, involving all of them--they 
were all a part of it. We also--we had a jail--there was a jail in Casma--but a jail that was just one 
large--like a small warehouse--maybe the size of this room. And there were about twenty men 
there. And so we would go and visit. And one of the questions we had--"What do you do?" And 
they said, "Well, we don't have anything to do." And so we talked with them and they said, "Well, 
we could make baskets out of the reeds from the swamps." And so we coordinated and some of 
the jovenes, the youth, went to the swamp land where they cut the reeds and brought it back, and 
then we took the baskets that they made and we took them to the market and sold it, and they 
received the money for it. So--at Christmas we did caroling--many--it was very good. One of the 
youth--his name was Jorge Ilzaguerre--three years ago he was made a bishop in Peru, in a--they 
call it a-—-anyway, it was--Chuquibamba [Peru] was the place where he became the bishop, which 
is outside of Camena, a large city there. So | was able to go and be with him when he was ordained 
bishop. That was very special. | thought--it was just--when he was in the youth group he was a 
very special person. 


[00:40:56.17] SHANNON GREEN: So it sounds like you--would you say you fell in love with the-- 
with Peru, and the place? 


[00:41:04.01] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | did. | did. Yeah. And our Sisters--our Peruvian Sisters--it was 
just an opportunity to be--it was a gift to be in a culture different than my own--to be able to--| 
didn't go to convert people. | went to be with people. And Vatican II [Second Vatican Council 
(1962-1965)]--that's the influence of Vatican Il--is being with and not converting. And | 
appreciated that very much, because at one point we went to--there was a drought in Peru. And so 
our parish--in our parish we--from Catholic Charities--the people harvested potatoes--that was 
their mainstay. And so we took potatoes to the different farming communities that needed 
seeding--to seed them--plant the seeds. And at one point we were at one community, Sister 
Francine Costello and I, and the catechist who was their animator--he asked us to bless the seeds. 
And we said, "Well, why don't you do it. You bless the seeds for your community." And he said, 
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"No. We don't do that--we have--"--what they called a "yatiri"--who was the--like the priest of 
their community--they were Aymara people. And so we asked the catechist to invite the yatiri to 
bless the potatoes. And so he did that. It was a ritual, completely different than we would think of 
just going and sprinkling holy water on these seeds. So he did a complete ritual that we witnessed. 
And they said, "You know, we don't have people coming and being a part of this, but we accept 
you as part of our community to witness this." And--it would take a--it's a long story. But just to 
be able to be with people in their own way of celebrating, and to appreciate that with them. And 
then our celebration also in liturgy. We didn't have a priest there so we celebrated liturgies with the 
people--and baptisms and marriages and sometimes confession, because you know, people would 
say I--that, "We're dying," they would say. "Would you please hear my confession?" Many sacred 
and special moments. 


[00:43:53.07] SHANNON GREEN: So you were a fully present pastoral worker, it sounds like. 
[00:43:57.00] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yes. 


[00:43:59.04] SHANNON GREEN: Were you--! love these stories. They're beautiful. Would you say 
were you aware of liberation theology--studying liberation theology? Was that an influence for you 
at that time? Thinking just about Latin America and-- 


[00:44:15.02] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yes. Gustavo Gutiérrez [Merino, OP (1928-), Peruvian 
philosopher and theologian, one of the founders of Liberation theology] was very--he was very 
influential in religious communities in Peru. And so he spoke to our community--our Vice Province 
Sisters--a couple of times. And we discussed his writings. At that--when | was there--when | went 
down to Peru--we were beginning--the community was really beginning to talk about being with 
the people and working with--our presence was to "accompany" and "be one with"--not to be 
separated. And so we--that was our mission. And we spoke only Spanish--we didn't speak 
English. We prayed together in Spanish, because previous to that prayers were done in English, 
which was difficult for Peruvians to be a part of. And our community life was very important. We 
planned what we would do to build community life together, and how could we be Church with the 
people. You know, it was a very important time for us in Peru. 


[00:45:41.07] SHANNON GREEN: Who were some of the other Sisters that served with you in Peru? 


[00:45:47.02] SISTER CELIA DUREA: [Sister] Maria Rubina, who was the first Peruvian Sister in our 
community. And | had the privilege of living with her in [Mol] the first year | was there. And she 
was Aymara, and so she introduced me to the people that she knew and to the customs and to the 
culture. | appreciated that very much. Sister--she's deceased--yeah. And | lived with Sister 
UJanovera Hererra??], also an Aymaran Indian. And she's from the Puno area. [Sister] Gloria Zapata, 
[Sister] Maria Vasquez--we became good friends--we lived in Casma for many years, and we still 
correspond and write. We call ourselves "sisters"--"hermanitas". So, yeah. 


[00:46:52.18] SHANNON GREEN: And then what made you discern or--it sounds like you discerned 
to come back to the United States? 


[00:47:00.15] SISTER CELIA DUREA: During the last four years--three years--that | was there, there 
was a terrorist group that came about, which was "Sendero Luminoso", or "Shining Path". And they 
were going around the country trying to convert people to Maoist theory--like Communism. But in 
the process they were uprooting small communities--the small farming communities. If the 
people said, no, they didn't want to--then they would burn their houses or--and kill people and 
families were separated. And it was a very difficult time in Peru. And of course the military--they 
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would come in after--into a town with this--after the Sendero Luminoso had been there, and they 
would take people that they were suspicious of and murder them--assassinate them. So the 
people were caught in between these two groups. It was very, very difficult. And the--this was my 
second time back in [Mol]--my second mission there. And one afternoon--it was about two o'clock 
in the afternoon--[Sister] Francine Costello and | and [Sister] Gloria Zapata were there. And we 
heard this noise, and we thought, "What is going on?" And | thought--I was in my room reading-- 
and | thought this huge wind blowing, and | couldn't figure out what is the noise. So we met--the 
three of us met up in the living room, and we said--and then it became clear as we heard it again- 
-it was machine gun fire. And so we listened and then we heard people screaming and running. We 
were right near the Plaza de Armas, and we could hear people running and--. So we thought, "We 
need to move out of the convent" and find a place where we could hide, because Sendero--they 
were shooting missionaries—-they were killing missionaries, and people that worked with non- 
governmental groups, and Peruvians who were supporting these groups and working with their 
people to raise consciousness and give them an opportunity to--like developing different works. 
So the three of us, we waited--the church was very old, and the doors were old, so we could see 
through the cracks what was happening. So we waited for a time that there was--it was quiet-- 
more quiet. And we went out and down the steps and across--just across the street to the 
neighbor's house, and we asked if she could take us into her house. And she said, "Yes, but you 
can't come through the door, because if the people see you coming through the door they'll know 
where you are." So we found another woman who was a friend of ours, and she took us through 
another house--was the back of this woman's house. And we got a ladder and we climbed up over 
the ladder into her back yard and went into her home. And she was the only home with her two 
young daughters. And Frannie--because she's dark-skinned she would fit into the--you know, the 
pueblo--and of course, Gloria, who was Peruvian--but they were concerned about me--"la unica 
gringa"--the one and only white person in the town. So they asked Maria where--if there was a 
place | could hide. And she pointed up to the ceiling and she says, "In the roof". So she opened up 
the hole and I--and they got a step-stool and | climbed up into the roof, and was there for twelve 
hours. And | could hear the terrorists going through the town shooting. And then they invited the 
people to go into the municipal building and take out all the goods that were there--the "viveres" 
[provisions]--the food in the bags that they were giving out to the campesinos [farm workers] who 
were in need, and building materials--cement. And then they broke into the convent and took 
things out of our convent and in the parish hall we had food things there for the people and the 
catechists—-they just cleaned it out. And so it was early in the morning when--it was quiet and 
Frannie and Gloria came back--they had been in the town and they said, "Time to come down." So 
at two o'clock in the morning we sat and had tea together with Maria and her two daughters and 
they shared what had happened. And at the entrance of the town that was up the hill they had 
killed--they had murdered five people--two Peruvians and three from another country that were 
helping--they were an NGO [non-governmental organization] group. Then they had--the 
policemen all ran away--they had dynamited the police station, the bank, the municipal building. 
Fortunately they didn't do anything to our convent or--they took medications--medicine that we 
had, because we also worked in the clinic--the medical clinic. So that was a very disturbing 
element in my life, to say the least. | was very frightened. And so after a week | went down to Lima 
and we had the help of a psychologist--a counselor for a month, and then | went back to Peru to 
gather my things. And | had a couple of experiences in that--in traveling up to [Mol] going back, 
the bus was stopped in a really dark place. You have--there's nothing in Peru--I mean, between 
the cities there was just the roads. And the bus was stopped because there were robbers that were 
going from bus to bus. And luckily we had two policemen on. But we were also with two senoritas 
[young women] who were interested in the community--they were traveling with us down to Lima. 
And when--there was shooting that started, and we were very fearful--we didn't want them to be 
hurt. So Janovera] and I--I was with Jenovera] at that time. And we told them to get down 
between the seats and she and | got on top of them and laid on them while the shooting was going 
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on. And finally it stopped and the policeman came back on the bus, and they had shot one of the 
robbers and wrapped them up and put them on top of the bus, and then we traveled on to 
Arequipa and Lima. So--and then another time in Lima | was jumped by a robber. | was getting my 
ticket to go back up to [Mol]--so he got me from behind, and | didn't want him to--| was furious, 
because | didn't want him to--I didn't want to feel impotent. So | had my--I didn't have a purse--| 
had my hand in my pocket with my wallet. So | was holding on for dear life and so he wrestled me 
to the ground and | still wouldn't give up. Finally he got my wallet--but that's a whole other story. 
[laughs]. Sometime if you want to hear it I'll share it with you [all laugh]. Oh my gosh. So--but 
with those experiences | thought, "God is saying something to me". And | had a dream that--about 
new life. So | decided--in my discernment and with my superiors--! decided it was time for me to 
leave. And so! came back to the States. 


[00:56:15.07] SHANNON GREEN: And it looks like you took some time for renewal. 


[00:56:20.22] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | did. | went to a community called Dereham in St. Paul 
[Minnesota] for two years. And you know--talk about soldiers suffering from post-traumatic 
stress——well, | didn't realize and it wasn't named at that time, but later--it took me a month--it 
took me a year and a half to really be able to talk about what had happened in the group that--it 
was a community of thirty religious women. And it was also a time for me to get my feet back on 
the ground and get--become enculturated back into life in the States. And we had the opportunity 
to celebrate our being through art and music and dream work--theatre--so it was a very creative 
time for me. | was very grateful. We also had a lot of psychology. We worked in groups--had to 
learn how to be very honest. [laughs]. 


[00:5 7:32.11] SHANNON GREEN: Were there others transitioning from mission work as well? 


[00:57:36.29] SISTER CELIA DUREA: No, not at that time. So--that was a real gift. Yeah. And the 
Sisters of St. Paul--I was grateful that they had made that available to Sisters, not only of our own 
community but of other congregations also. 


[00:57:55.01] SHANNON GREEN: What do you miss about Peru, or do you? 


[00:58:00.02] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | do. One of the things very special about Peru was the way 
they celebrated. And my first experience was our Sefor de los Milagros--Our Lord of the Miracles- 
-which was a big feast in Lima which they celebrated for weeks. And they had a procession that 
went through Lima and stopped at different churches. And that was true in other--in the 
countryside also. People--each farming community--celebrated their feast day, and we would go 
and celebrate with them. We had para-liturgical services. And at that time the baptisms and 
marriages--we got to be a part of that. But | miss that sense of community, because it really was 
being and celebrating with the community of Christians. And when | came back I--it was very hard 
being Catholic in the Church here. And so | guess | wasn't a Catholic Sister for a while, because | 
would go to Mass--I would be very angry, because | missed what | celebrated in Peru. And so | 
didn't go to Mass--l called myself a non-Catholic nun for a while, because we were missing--l was 
missing a sense of community and life in liturgy and in celebration. So that's what | missed in Peru, 
and that's what | miss coming back to the States. And it took me quite a while. And one of the 
saving features was that | was asked if | would help direct--help be a cantor for the Sisters here at 
Carondelet Center for the liturgy. And | said yes, because | felt that was important. And that 
brought me back to celebrating liturgy with the community. And so I'm very grateful--I'm still a 
part of that--I've been doing it for a number of years now. Now we have three--four cantors 
sometimes--three. And | really do celebrate Sundays with my community. And | do in parishes 
also. And | do mission talks. | talk about--I go to parishes during the summer. We belong to the 
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mission promotion plan for the United States, which gives all communities--missionary 
communities--an opportunity to have--take their turn. So I've done that almost every summer that 
l--since | was in Peru. And to be able to celebrate with parishes where they're mostly Hispanic 
people, you know--the Masses are filled with people, and there's a sense of real community and 
being together, and some of them have been very special. So | am grateful for the opportunities to 
do that. 


[01:01:24.20] SHANNON GREEN: Yeah, the Church of Los Angeles can offer at least some of that. 


[01:01:28.25] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yeah. I've been to San Bernardino, and | just did Bakersfield-- 
two places in Bakersfield this summer, which were very alive. The English Mass--there was only 
one English Mass in both of the parishes, and it's like--not even a quarter of the church had 
people. But the Hispanic Mass was like--five Hispanic Masses filled, you know, and some of them 
standing room only, which | think says something about where Church is today. 


[01:02:07.15] SHANNON GREEN: Yeah. It makes me just think of--when you mentioned something 
about looking for new life-- 


[01:02:11.10] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Uh-hm. Yes. That definitely is new life for me. And a lot of 
hope. And | also teach English as a Second Language at the Presentation Learning Center in Watts 
[Los Angeles, California]. And I've taught there for seven years. And to be able to be--that was like 
an extension of Peru, because the women there--and there are a few men that study there--but 
they're from Central America and a few from Latin America, mostly Mexico. But to be able to be a 
part of their lives, encourage them--to grow--not just in learning language, but you know, 
sometimes when they're learning they're really embarrassed about mistakes—-they're afraid, 
because they know that they can't speak the language. And so | encourage them--l say, "You 
know, there are no mistakes in this classroom. Nobody makes a mistake, because if we don't make 
mistakes we don't learn. And when you make a mistake we can all learn from the--that you don't 
know. And we can help each other". And so really encouraging them to be who they are, to be 
more confident. And | find in teaching, by the end of the year, they're different women. And I'm 
encouraged by that--l'm encouraged by them. And | congratulate them, and | celebrate--we 
celebrate together--life. And that's really important to me--it's important in my relationships with 
other people. We celebrate life together. And that has to do with our charism, you know--that we 
be one. And that the mission of Jesus continues through us. Yeah. 


[01:04:11.20] SHANNON GREEN: That's a special place--presentation. 
[01:04:13.09] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yes. 


[01:04:16.08] SHANNON GREEN: You had some very different ministries since then. You had some 
time at the Mount, and then some time in leadership-- 


[01:04:23.17] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | did. 

[01:04:25.18] SHANNON GREEN: What can you share with us about being at the Mount? 
[01:04:28.27] SISTER CELIA DUREA: After | came back from Peru and finished with Dereham, | 
thought--one of the gifts that | hadn't really developed was music. And | studied while | was in 


my--when | finished the juniorate--| studied a couple of classes while | was getting my Bachelors 
in group--what did they call it? 
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[01:04:53.11] SHANNON GREEN: The group major? 


[01:04:55.12] SISTER CELIA DUREA: --the group major--which was History, English and Education, 
because | had the most units in those classes. But | did sneak in a couple of Music classes then. So 
| decided that maybe this was a good time to be able to go back and study some music. So | had 
six months left at Dereham, and | called Sister Teresita [Espinosa], and asked if | could study at the 
Mount. And she said, yes, and my community gave--encouraged me to do that. So | signed up. But 
| thought, you know, | need not just to study--I need to be--| need to work so that | can earn my 
own part in my studies. So | worked for the Music department, and | studied Composition for three 
years. And | was Teresita's right and left arm. [laughs]. | did all the "gofer" work. And | enjoyed it, 
because it gave me an opportunity to meet the students in the Music department, to know the staff 
and really be a part of what was happening at the Mount. | worked at Doheny, too, on the concerts 
that we have there--| did the appropriations for the concerts and all the setup and the--what do 
you Call it when we ate--you know, the cookies and--set up the cookies and all that. So it was 
really important. And | also helped Teresita with computer work--I helped set up programs on the 
computer so that she could share with her students. So there was a lot going on, and | learned a 
lot while | was there in the department. | also had a chance to take a couple of classes, which | 
enjoyed. So after | finished | got a Bachelor of Music--I won't tell you what | called it--but anyway- 
-[all laugh]. The initials speak for themselves. 


[01:07:14.06] SISTER CELIA DUREA: And then | continued working, and | worked full time. So then 
it was--then | was asked if | would be a Regional Superior--no, | continued working part time, and 
then | became a Regional. And | continued working part time. You know, I'd have to take some 
time off, but--and being a Regional was also very special because that kind of honed my 
leadership skills, and being with--again that celebration of life. And | know that there were some 
Sisters who didn't--felt they didn't need Regionals--and so | felt the same way. | didn't really need 
a Regional--and some people did--some Sisters did. So it was being present to each one in their 
own life and their own needs. And many Sisters during my time needed to move up to Carondelet 
Center. And that's a very difficult process, and difficult time--the change and--through illness or 
just growing older. And | remember that my manner of being with them was not to say, "You need 
to go", but having conversations--many conversations about where they were, how they felt. And 
most of the times I--you know, not wanting to go, but needing to go. So we'd have--we'd talk 
about it. And eventually they would come around. | only had one Sister that said--called me and 
said, "I'm ready to go to Carondelet Center". And | thought, "Oh, great!" But then the movement 
was very difficult, because it meant helping them--they had to leave their things, or they had to 
say they didn't need it anymore. And that was difficult--cleaning out their things. And that was 
part of--accompanying them in their illness. And celebrating with them when--their Jubilees or 
times to celebrate. Yeah. So | was a Regional for seven years. 


[01:09:54.24] SHANNON GREEN: And that's probably towards the time of the end of Regionals? 


[01:09:58.22] SISTER CELIA DUREA: It was the end--with the new leadership team--that was the 
final selection--having Regionals. Yeah. 


[01:10:11.19] SHANNON GREEN: I'm going to ask you just a little bit more about the Mount. You 
said something about meeting the students and--of course, since we're from the Mount, we 
always want to know--what--did you have thoughts or impressions about our students, or words 
of encouragement for them, or hopes for young women going to the Mount? 


[01:10:32.03] SISTER CELIA DUREA: I--if--just I--just being people with them. And if they needed 
help to be there with them. But | didn't--you know | wasn't necessarily involved in that way, but it 
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was just being present--being encouraging. Some of them | got to know really well and some | 
didn't. And | was there part-time, so | wasn't there through the whole--and my job kept me really 
busy too. Yeah. But as far as now | would say, you know--the Mount is a place where you can 
develop as a person--your gifts. And each of us has a very special gift, different from anybody 
else's. And to be able to discover what that gift is and through studies have that develop--and it's 
a gift that is for others, not for ourselves only. And that the Mount offers that opportunity to 
become the person that we maybe dream of, or have thought of, or maybe haven't thought of. And 
| found that in the Music department, that the musicians were really encouraged to develop that 
gift--and given the opportunity. 


[01:12:16.16] SHANNON GREEN: Do you compose music? 


[01:12:18.17] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | have. I'm not so much in composition right now, but | did 
compose music. | composed for my Bachelor's of Music, and did a concert--had a concert of my 
music. | have composed a few songs for liturgy here, mostly | like "Our Father"--so I've done those 
which we've sung here. I've enjoyed now working with as a cantor and the music--teaching music 
and now at the Learning Center--the Presentation Learning Center--I have a group of about 
fifteen women that I've been working with for about the last five years. They're called the "Jovenese 
Corazon". They're women--"Young at Heart"--who are fifty-five years and older. And we have 
formed a choir or a chorus. And sol! go every week and we sing together. When | first began, | 
don't know if you--when you go to a Hispanic Mass sometimes the people sing very loud and 
exuberant and sometimes kind of screechy. And I--we've been working a lot together. And just 
this past week they--we're preparing Christmas songs to sing at a hospital nearby--and so they 
sing for the--and we invite the patients to sing also. But we're--each year | go through the songs 
with them in English, because they're to learn English also--and some in Spanish--but each year | 
have a different focus for singing the carols. And so this year it's--we're really learning the rhythm 
not just singing it, and the sense of what the song is about. We talk about the words and what they 
mean--what they mean in Spanish. And the gift of being able to speak Spanish is--oh my gosh-- 
you know, because | can say it both in English and in Spanish. And they appreciate--we make it a 
prayer, and thoughtful. And one of the women said on Tuesday--she said, "I--you know, we sing 
differently in church now"--because they are so excited that their voices blend with one another. 
And I'm teaching them rounds this year so we can learn how to sing harmony--in harmony. And 
when they recognize the beauty of their own song, and helping each other--l--it just--l was so 
proud of them and happy for them. Yeah. So music has come--lI've celebrated with music in many 
ways. 


[01:15:31.12] SHANNON GREEN: Then you went to Japan? 
[01:15:35.16] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | did. [laughs]. 
[01:15:36.21] SHANNON GREEN: The call to mission again? 


[01:15:39.03] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Yes, but in a different kind of way. | had been--because of our 
Japanese Sisters in our congregation at that time--this was when | was still a Regional and at the 
Mount--l decided that | wanted to learn Japanese, because we didn't have any Japanese speakers 
except for Sister Francis Xavier [Shimotsuma]--who was my reception. And so | bought Rosetta 
Stone [computer program], and | started studying Japanese on my own. And | wasn't consistent, 
but | picked up some words and things. Then when | was--when | knew Regional life was finished, 
| thought, "What do I do next? Where do | need to be? Where does God want me to be?" And it came 
to me that we've had American Sisters with our Japanese community since the beginning, but since 
they've left there haven't been--just the Superiors visited--and once in a while somebody will go, 
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passing through. And | thought, "I would like to go and be with our Sisters--spend some time with 
our Sisters in Japan, and get to know them". And at that time they were talking about the 
possibility of belonging to the LA province. So | thought--and | talked about it with [Sister] Teresa 
Cavalli and the leadership team and said, "Yes". So we talked about time, and | thought, seven 
months probably would be a good--. And Teresa said, "Well, if you need a year take a year". But-- 
so that was a real gift also, because again, | really appreciate the fact of living in another culture-- 
another way of thinking and being is very special. And the Japanese culture is so different from our 
own. And it took me time. And | told the community, "| don't want to be a burden, and so when 
you are talking at the table, speak Japanese, and you don't have to feel like you need to translate 
for me--except if | have a sense that | want to know, or if you think | need--want to know--or 
need to know, then | would appreciate your translating". And so | joined the community and was 
part of that community, and appreciated the gifts of each one. The Sisters are all in different 
stages of life and ministry, and it was just--and they're very prayerful. And | think, for me, one of 
the gifts was the quietness of their life, and being able to pray with them and celebrate liturgy with 
them--has helped me in my own quieting of my own life, and my own sense of being. So that was 
a gift that | brought back. And then in sharing the beauty of Peru, and hearing the stories of their 
lives, some of them, growing up in Japan--very special time. 


[01:19:19.12] SHANNON GREEN: You've probably experienced the congregation in ways that some 
of your other Sisters have not had the opportunity to-- 


[01:19:27.13] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | think that's really true, yes. And to be able to be here now 
when our Peruvian Sisters come and the Japanese Sisters come. | just--I'm very happy to have been 
a part of them and to be here and welcome them, knowing who they are and their gift to us. 


[01:19:53.09] SHANNON GREEN: When you think about the future--religious life, the Sisters of St. 
Joseph--do you have reflections on the charism moving forward, on the community in the time of 
diminishing vowed religious? 


[01:20:10.00] SISTER CELIA DUREA: | do. | think--in time, we don't know what religious life will be. 
None of us know. But what we're doing in the meantime is really important. And | think the 
Associates--having Associates connected with us--and one of the--just two months ago we had 
six Associates from--who are a part of our staff. They're employees. And to me that was sucha 
wonderful expression of how our charism has become a part of the people that work with us. And 
that--it was so special. | know them because I've been up here often enough, and | try to get to 
know the employees here--especially those who speak Spanish, or from other cultures—--because 
it--l think people need to be recognized. And so | think, our charism is living through the people 
that are here with us, but that celebrate their gifts through the work they do with our Sisters--and 
cooking for us and helping keep our house neat and livable. Those are all gifts that we need to 
celebrate with them and be grateful for. Just when the--Sister Madeline [Nyaka??] brought the new 
Principal--that's going to be the new Principal of Japan here, just last--I think it was last month-- 
we went to St. Joseph's High School. And | hadn't been there for years and years, but to be able to 
feel the sense of charism that is celebrated there through the teachers. And we went into one class 
and the--they were having a Religion class topic "The Charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph" and how 
we lived that--as students. So how--it's just very tangible. And then when | think of the work that 
you, Shannon, do in the--you know, and the--Ann [McElaney—Johnson, president of MSMU] has 
done in the CSJ Institute--bringing our charism to life with a sense of going into the future with 
our history and with this great love of God that has been a part of my life and that I've learned to 
appreciate more and more as | grow older. That--it will never die. And people that | meet that have 
been a part--graduates of the Mount or graduates of our high schools, who say, "Oh, | know the 
Sisters of St. Joseph". When | went back to Peru three years ago for the--when Jorge [Izaguerre] 
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was made a Bishop, his ordination--the youth group in Casma--l went back to Casma to visit-- 
they were still catechists and animating the music at the liturgy. You know, our charism won't die. 
It lives in those that all of us have ministered to in some way. And even if our community doesn't 
make it through time, our love of God and our love of neighbor--the dear neighbor--will continue 
through you, and | am very grateful. 


[01:24:05.07] SHANNON GREEN: Thank you. | always like to ask this last question--well two last 
questions. What's been your greatest joy in religious life? 


[01:24:13.13] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Being able to be a member of this community, through its 
history and through the challenges that we've had to grow together. | have found that in the last 
maybe ten years, as we--probably as we've become less numerous--we have a great opportunity 
to know each other better. And | find that | know more Sisters, not fewer, but more. And | look for 
opportunities to have conversation with those that | don't know very well. | know who they are. But 
that helps us to grow together, and it helps us to bond in our aging process--in aging. And that--l 
think the spirit continues to live in us as--in a more powerful way, | think, as we live our lives. And 
we don't have many new people coming in. Like | say, who knows that future? And | pray our future 
continues to live in them in whatever way that is--through congregation as one that we are talking 
about and reflecting about and discerning together. So I'm very hopeful and I'm very grateful that- 
-| know we will continue to live. And here we are sharing our history. 


[01:26:02.26] SHANNON GREEN: Was there anything else you reflected on that you wanted to share 
today that | haven't asked you about? 


[01:26:08.19] SISTER CELIA DUREA: Hm. Just that--as I'm older--they say you grow in wisdom in 
age, and grow in faith and hope and all those but--through my life, I'm just grateful for all of the 
opportunities that I've had. | don't know what | would have been out of the community. But being 
in the community has been the greatest gift of my life. And |--and | want to--more | want to share 
that gift. And now | have a new ministry, and | call it "Freelancing the Spiritual and Corporal Works 
of Mercy Through Volunteer". And to me that's really important because | have time--people need 
a driver--not too many of us drive--I can drive. I've been able to accompany people in their 
illness. Sister Adrian Clare [??] who was very sick for many months--I was able to--l just moved 
into that community with [Sister] Maureen [O'Connor??] and Adrian. So | was able to be with her, 
and then with [Sister] Roberta Joan Nuttall??] in her--before her death and through that time. Just 
to be able to accompany her. And so that--those are special moments, and | just appreciate that. 
And one of the things that | do, when I--I'm driving off of the hill--when people are getting off of 
work--many times | picked up the women that are walking from the homes that they are-- 
“empleadas" [employees]. And I've stopped and asked them if they'd like a ride and--so grateful to 
get a ride off the hill--and so, "Where do you go? Where do you go next?" "Sunset". "Well, do you 
go to the Metro?" "Oh yes, but you can leave me at Sunset". "Oh no, I'll take you to the Metro". And 
there's time to talk with them. And one woman--lI've picked her up twice--and she told me about 
her daughter Maria Guadalupe, who had failed a test in her first year of college, and became very 
depressed, and that she--she was very concerned about her. And so we talked about it. Then the 
second time | picked up Maria Magdalena, | asked her how Maria Guadalupe was. And she said, 
"You remember my daughter's name!" And | said, "Yeah, how is she?" And so she shared with me-- 
and they're so grateful that | speak Spanish. And she said, "Oh she's so much better--she's back in 
school!" And | said, "How great! I'm so grateful. You know, I'm grateful that--I'm thankful for you 
and happy for you that she's better, and you must feel so much better too." But each one has a 
story to tell that is special. | think each person that | meet--a cashier in the market--"I can't see 
your name". So it's recognizing people, calling their names. The lady in the line that I'm next to-- 
"Oh, you like that too?"--some way to connect and say we are here together. Those are very special 
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moments for me. 

[01:29:54.07] SHANNON GREEN: Thank you. 

[01:29:56.01] SISTER CELIA DUREA: That's my ministry and my mission. [smiles]. 

[01:30:01.24] [Director's comments]. 

[01:31:33.10] SISTER CELIA DUREA: That's the gift we each have for each other. And | think as I'm 
going around freelancing, | ask about, you know, "What are you doing?" and "What's important to 
you?" Because | think that--it's missing in our world, it's missing in our culture. And if we don't-- 
that's the gift we have for each other. Yeah. 


[01:31:55.21] [Director's comments]. 


[01:32:04.01] End of interview. 
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